
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS 

 

 
IN RE SYNGENTA AG MIR162 CORN 
LITIGATION 
 
THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO  
ALL CASES EXCEPT: 
 

Louis Dreyfus Company Grains 
Merchandising LLC v. Syngenta AG, et 
al., No. 16-2788-JWL-JPO  

 
Trans Coastal Supply Company, Inc. v. 
Syngenta AG, et al., No. 2:14-cv-02637-
JWL-JPO 
 
The Delong Co., Inc. v. Syngenta AG et 
al., No. 2:17-cv-02614-JWL-JPO 

 
Agribase International Inc. v. Syngenta 
AG, et al., No. 2:15-cv-02279-JWL-JPO 

  

 
 
Master File No. 2:14-MD-02591-JWL-JPO 
 
MDL No. 2591 

 
DECLARATION OF ANTHONY J. NEMO  

IN RESPONSE TO THE COURT’S JULY 18, 2018 ORDER 
REGARDING ATTORNEY FEE SUBMISSIONS  

 
I, Anthony J. Nemo, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am a partner at the law firm of Meshbesher & Spence, Ltd. (“Meshbesher”), and 

am duly authorized to make this Declaration on its behalf.   

2. I submit this Declaration in response to the Court’s July 18, 2018 Order 

Regarding Attorney Fee Submissions (“Supplementation Order”) requiring the completion and 

submission of standardized Excel spreadsheets documenting previously submitted fee and 
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expense information, and in support of Minnesota Class Co-Lead Counsel’s Motion for 

Approval of Common Benefit Awards and Meshbesher’s contribution to such Motion. 

3. I also submit this Declaration in support of Meshbesher’s Application for an 

Award of Attorneys Fees and Expenses Pursuant to the Contingent Fee Contracts Between 

Certain Class Members and the Law Firm of Meshbesher & Spence, Ltd. (“Fee and Expense 

Application”) which was filed in the Fourth Judicial District, Hennepin County, Minnesota 

(“Minnesota Court”) on July 10, 2018. The Fee and Expense Application was filed pursuant to 

§7.2.1 of the Agrisure Viptera/Duracade Class Action Settlement Agreement, ECF No. 3507-02 

(MDL 2591) (filed March 12, 2018) and ¶ 17 of the Order Preliminarily Approving the 

Settlement, ECF No. 3532 (MDL 2591) (filed April 10, 2018).  The Application was filed in the 

Minnesota Court because all of Meshbesher’s clients brought suit in Minnesota state court.  A 

copy of Meshbesher’s Fee and Expense Application and its supporting exhibits is attached hereto 

at Exhibit 1, and is incorporated by reference herein.      

4. Meshbesher represents 121 farmers and four grain elevators, and filed individual 

lawsuits on their behalf in the Minnesota Court during 2015-2017.1  These lawsuits were 

consolidated by the Minnesota Supreme Court before Judge Thomas M. Sipkins and, later, 

before Judge Laurie J. Miller. I gathered and reviewed each client’s corn seed purchase records, 

FSA-578 forms, crop insurance information, and assembly/sales sheets for crop years 2011-

2016, and then prepared and timely-served Plaintiff Fact Sheets (“PFSs”) for each client as 

ordered by Judge Sipkins. 

                                                 
1 See Ex. 1 at 000011-000013 for a list of Meshbesher’s filed cases.  
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5. Minnesota Co-Lead Class Counsel identified the filing of individual lawsuits 

against Syngenta, and preparation/service of PFSs, as “important and key contributions” which 

helped bring about this settlement: 

These cases . . . ensured that Syngenta would face jury trials and 
related liability exposure even if it successfully defeated the 
Kansas and Minnesota class motions.  In addition . . . the 
individual counsel in Minnesota timely compiled tens of thousands 
of [PFSs] which stymied Syngenta’s efforts to dismiss those cases 
and relieve the pressure from the array of individual cases. 
 

Memorandum in Support of Minnesota Co-Lead Class Counsel’s Joint Motion for Approval of 

Common Benefit Awards (“Joint Motion”), at pp. 1-2. Judge Sipkins noted that preparation of 

PFSs in this case was a “massive undertaking”, and although PFS work for individual clients is 

not normally considered common benefit work, he contemplated that Co-Lead counsel may 

nevertheless consider and approve some of this time as common benefit time. Id. at 44.  Because 

individual PFS work contributed to the outcome of this case, Co-Lead counsel has asked the 

Court to compensate lawyers for this work as common benefit time. Id. at 45. 

 6. To that end, Co-Lead counsel asked Meshbesher and other firms representing 

individual clients to submit time records of their PFS work.  Because Meshbesher’s 

representation of its Syngenta clients was pursuant to contingency fee contracts, most attorneys 

and non-attorney staff at Meshbesher did not create detailed time reports of their work in the 

Syngenta matter.  However, because of my past and present work in leadership roles in mass tort 

and class action cases, I routinely maintain (and did maintain here) logs of my own time on the 

Syngenta matters.  I prepared a detailed Excel spreadsheet of the time I spent performing PFS 

work, and then re-reviewed those time entries to ensure they were accurate and in compliance 

with the Minnesota Court’s prior Common Benefit Orders.  I then submitted the PFS time 

spreadsheet to Co-Lead counsel.  
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7. My PFS-related time records were audited by Co-Lead counsel, and the hours and 

fees approved by Co-Lead counsel were provided to the Court for consideration at Exhibit 14 to 

the Declaration of Daniel E. Gustafson in support of the Joint Motion (“Exhibit 14”). 

Meshbesher’s approved hours and fees as set-forth in Exhibit 14 are 792.5 and $396,250, 

respectively.  

 8. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is the completed Excel spreadsheet required by the 

Court’s Supplementation Order (the “Spreadsheet”).  The 792.5 hours of common benefit work 

approved by Co-Lead counsel for Meshbesher appear in column “C” of the Spreadsheet at task 

line “Plaintiff Fact Sheet Preparation/Review”.  These hours relate solely to the time I spent 

compiling, preparing, reviewing and serving PFSs on behalf of our 121 farmer clients.   

 9. I have also included in columns “E” and “F” of the Spreadsheet (labeled “Other 

Work”) the hours spent by me and non-attorney staff2 performing non-common benefit work on 

behalf of Meshbesher’s individual clients for Spreadsheet task items “complaint drafting”, “pre-

settlement communication with clients”, “assisting clients in perfecting claims in settlement” and 

“preparation of fee petition”.  Those entries are highlighted on the Spreadsheet in red type-face 

and total 687 hours and $184,300 in fees.   

10. The time entries on the Exhibit 2 Spreadsheet do not include time spent by 

Meshbesher attorneys and non-attorney staff since 2015 engaging in fact-based and legal 

research regarding the merits of the case, opening electronic and physical files for all clients, 

entering client data into ProLaw and Needles case management systems, scanning client 

documents, telephone conferences with and written correspondence to referring attorneys, 

preparing generic written updates to clients, preparing notification letters to clients of opt out 

                                                 
2 The non-attorney staff time is a fair and reasonable estimate based upon hand-written time logs, entries in our case 
management system, and travel receipts. 
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rights and preparing/submitting opt-out documentation, reviewing motions and responses filed 

by Syngenta, Class Counsel, and Co-Lead counsel, calendaring Court-ordered deadlines, and 

other ordinary tasks of legal representation.  Neither I nor anyone else at Meshbesher kept 

detailed time records of such activities.  The Spreadsheet also does not include the many hours 

Meshbesher will spend between now and the October 12, 2018 claim deadline answering client 

questions, alleviating client concerns about the settlement, and assisting clients in the preparation 

and submission of their claim forms.   

11. Although Meshbesher previously filed a Fee and Expense Application in the 

Minnesota Court seeking attorneys fees and expense reimbursement from the Settlement Fund 

pursuant to the individual contingent fee/expense contracts with its clients3, I have included on 

the Spreadsheet many of the hours Meshbesher spent performing non-common benefit work on 

behalf of its clients in the event the Court decides to reject enforcement of individual contingent 

fee contracts in favor of a lodestar method of fee calculation.  

 12. For the same reason, under the “Expenses” tab of the Spreadsheet, I have included 

non-common benefit expenses Meshbesher incurred during the representation of its 125 

individual clients.  The expenses Meshbesher seeks to recover from the Settlement Fund are 

limited to the court filing fees and service of process charges incurred in connection with the 

filing of its clients’ complaints in the Minnesota Court, and in serving the summons/complaints 

upon the Syngenta defendants.  These expenses total $36,578.524.    

 13. As set-forth in its Fee and Expense Application to the Minnesota Court, 

Meshbesher requests an order awarding from the Settlement Fund its expenses of $36,578.52 and 

                                                 
3 A copy of each client’s contingent fee contract with Meshbesher was provided to the Minnesota Court in support 
of Meshbesher’s Fee and Expense Application. (See Ex. 1 at 000023-000365) 
4 A copy of the itemized expense statement for each client was provided to the Minnesota Court in support of its 
Fees and Expense Application. (See Ex. 1 at 000366-000487) 
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attorneys fees equal to 30% of its clients’ combined gross recovery.5  If information regarding 

our clients’ total recovery is not yet known and available to the Court before it issues a Fee and 

Expense Award, or should the Court decline to award attorneys based upon contingent fee 

contracts, Meshbesher requests an award of its $36,578.52 expenses and an attorneys fee for its 

common benefit and non-common benefit work equal to its loadstar with an appropriate 

multiplier.  

I declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 that the foregoing is true 

and correct.  

 Executed on this 3rd day of August, 2018 at Minneapolis, Minnesota.   

 

       By:  /s/ Anthony J. Nemo                              
       Anthony J. Nemo (MN Bar #221351) 
       Meshbesher & Spence, LTD. 
       1616 Park Avenue 
       Minneapolis, MN  55404 
       Telephone: (612) 339-9121 
       Facsimile: (612) 339-9188 
       tnemo@meshbesher.com 
 

                                                 
5 By filing its Fee and Expense Application in the Minnesota Court, and now submitting this Declaration in support 
of its PFS-related common benefit hours in the MDL Court, Meshbesher does not seek to recover from the 
Settlement Fund both its 30% contingent attorneys fee and its approved common benefit hours.  Rather, only if the 
Court declines to award attorney fees based upon its contingent fee contracts with its clients does Meshbesher seek 
fees based upon the common benefit/non-common benefit hours reflected on the Spreadsheet.    
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN 

DISTRICT COURT 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 
In re: Syngenta Litigation and 
Syngenta Class Action Litigation 
 
This Document Relates to:   
 
See attached Schedule of Actions 
 

 
Case Type:  Civil Other 
Honorable Laurie J. Miller 
 
Court File Nos.: 27-CV-15-3785 and 
                           27-CV-15-12625 
 

 
APPLICATION FOR AN AWARD OF ATTORNEYS FEES AND EXPENSES 

PURSUANT TO THE CONTINGENT FEE CONTRACTS BETWEEN CERTAIN CLASS 
MEMBERS AND THE LAW FIRM OF MESHBESHER & SPENCE, LTD. AND 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT  
 

 Pursuant to Paragraphs 2.25 and 7.2.1 of the Class Settlement Agreement (ECF No. 

3507-2)1 and Paragraph 17 of the Preliminary Approval Order (ECF No. 3523), the law firm of 

Meshbesher & Spence, Ltd. (“Meshbesher”) hereby makes this Fee and Expense Application to 

recover from the Settlement Fund attorneys fees and expenses pursuant to private contingency 

contracts (“Retainer Agreements”) with its Syngenta clients.  

BACKGROUND 

Meshbesher was retained by 121 farmers2 and four grain elevators (“Clients”) to 

represent them in pursuing claims against the Syngenta Defendants for economic damages 

resulting from Syngenta’s premature commercialization of Agrisure Viptera/Duracade.  The 

Retainer Agreements between Meshbesher and their Clients provided for a 30% attorneys fee 

and expense reimbursement contingent upon the Clients’ recovery of money.  Meshbesher 

                                                 
1 “(ECF No. [number])” refers to the Document Number in the CM/ECF system for case 2:14-md-02591-JWL-JPO 
(In Re Syngenta AG MIR162 Corn Litigation) pending in the U.S. District Court for the District of Kansas. 
 
2 Meshbesher was retained by several additional farmers after global settlement was reached on September 25. 2017, 
but is representing those farmers in the preparation and submission of their claims on a pro bono basis.  

27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
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investigated their potential claims, gathered documentation necessary to support their claims, and 

filed individual lawsuits on behalf of their Clients.  Meshbesher then spent many hours 

reviewing each Client’s seed purchase records, FSA-578 forms, crop insurance documentation, 

and assembly sheets in order to prepare and submit the Plaintiff Fact Sheets required by the 

Court. After details of the Agrisure Viptera/Duracade Class Action Settlement Agreement were 

made public in March 2018, Meshbesher advised each Client about the settlement’s terms, the 

Client’s rights and obligations under the settlement, answered numerous questions about the 

settlement and, based upon each Client’s circumstances, made recommendations regarding 

whether the Client should remain a Class Member or opt-out of the settlement.  For those Clients 

who elected to remain Class Members, Meshbesher prepared the appropriate Claim Forms, and 

has met, and will continue to meet, with its Clients in order to facilitate their review of the Claim 

Form contents, obtain their electronic signatures, and submit their Claims Form to the Claims 

Administrator.    

ATTORNEYS FEES 

 Contingent attorneys fee contracts are valid and enforceable so long as they are 

reasonable.  Holt v. Swenson, 90 N.W.2d 724, 727-28 (Minn. 1958).  The factors courts use to 

determine the reasonableness of attorneys fees are set-forth in Rule 1.5(a) of the Minnesota 

Rules of Professional Conduct (“MRPC”): 

(1) the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions 
involved, and the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly; 
 

(2) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the particular 
employment will preclude other employment by the lawyer; 

 

(3) the fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services; 
 

27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
7/10/2018 4:20 PM

Hennepin County, MN

000002

Case 2:14-md-02591-JWL-JPO   Document 3634-1   Filed 08/03/18   Page 3 of 488



3 
 

(4) the amount involved and the results obtained; 
 

(5) the time limitations imposed by the client or by the circumstances; 
 

(6) the nature and length of the professional relationship with the client; 
 

(7) the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers performing the 
services; and 

 

(8) whether the fee is fixed or contingent. 
 

 MRPC 1.5(a). The Comment to Rule 1.5(a) makes clear that these factors are not exclusive, nor 

will each factor be relevant in every circumstance or litigation.  

 The following factors are most relevant when evaluating the reasonableness of private 

contingent fee contracts in the Syngenta litigation.    

A. Time and Labor Required 

Beginning in the summer of 2015, Meshbesher was contacted by several law firms in 

rural Minnesota whose existing farmer-clients expressed interest in exploring claims against the 

Syngenta Defendants after noticing a decrease in the price of corn following China’s rejection of 

U.S. corn shipments. (Affidavit of Anthony J. Nemo (“Nemo Aff.”) at ¶ 3)  At that time, the 

Syngenta litigation was in its infancy, and becoming involved in a mass agricultural tort case 

against Syngenta was an interesting but economically risky proposition from a business 

standpoint.  Nevertheless, after talking with farmers and researching the potential theories of 

liability and damage models against Syngenta, Meshbesher decided to accept such cases for 

representation.  

27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
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From August 2015 through May 2017, Meshbesher was retained by 121 farmers and four 

grain elevators to represent them in pursuing economic damage claims against Syngenta. (See 

Nemo Aff. at Exhibit B)  Each of Meshbesher’s 125 Syngenta Clients entered into private 

attorney fee/expense contracts with Meshbesher3, whereby Meshbesher agreed to provide legal 

services aimed at recovering the economic damages suffered by each Client as a result of 

Syngenta’s conduct.  As consideration for these legal services, the Clients agreed to pay 

Meshbesher an attorneys fee equal to 30% of the total amount recovered by the Client.  (See 

Nemo Aff., at Exhibit C)  Payment of this fee was “contingent”, in that if no recovery is made by 

the Client, the Client will owe no legal fee to Meshbesher for its services. (Id.)   

Each Client’s case required an investigation to determine whether the Client suffered 

economic damage from the sale of corn and, if so, the extent of such damage.  In addition to 

discussing these issues with its Clients, by telephone and/or in person, Meshbesher gathered and 

analyzed a variety of documentation for each Client.  For farmer clients, such documentation 

included seed purchase records, FSA-578 forms, crop insurance documentation, and assembly 

sheets.  For grain elevator clients, Meshbesher reviewed documentation describing the facility 

operation, the quantity and price of corn purchased from farmers, and the quantity and price of 

corn subsequently sold.  Meshbesher then drafted complaints and commenced lawsuits on behalf 

its Clients, and prepared and submitted timely detailed Plaintiff Fact Sheets for each farmer 

Client.  

Following news reports in late September 2017 about a global settlement with Syngenta, 

Meshbesher was inundated with telephone calls and emails from its Clients seeking information 

                                                 
3 Most of the Retainer Agreements identify either Blethen Berens, Jones Law, or Sovell Law as co-counsel in and 
jointly responsible for the Client’s representation.  The instant Fee and Expense Application is made on behalf of 
both Meshbesher and its co-counsel.  
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about the settlement, including how settlement amounts for individual farmers would be 

determined, what documentation would be required, and when payments would be made.  Once 

the Master Settlement Agreement was released on March 12, 2018, Meshbesher sent a series of 

detailed letters to its Clients, outlining the settlement terms, the settlement amounts for each 

subclass, the process by which individual claims would be evaluated and settlement amounts 

determined, when settlement payments might be made, and deadlines for opting-out of the class, 

objecting to the settlement, and submitting claim forms to the Claims Administrator.  

Meshbesher spent countless hours answering questions about the settlement, and advising its 

Clients on whether to remain Class Members or opt-out of the settlement class.  Once the Claim 

Forms became available in May 2018, Meshbesher began preparing Forms for those Clients who 

elected to remain Class Members, and then set-up personal meetings with each client to review 

the Claim Form, answer questions, assist the client in applying his or her electronic signature to 

the Claim Form, and submit the Claim Form to the Claims Administrator.   

Meshbesher’s work on behalf of its Clients is not finished.  With the assistance of 

Meshbesher, approximately 50% of its Clients have uploaded completed/executed Claim Forms 

to the Claims Administrator.  Meshbesher anticipates that it will assist the remaining 50% of its 

Clients in uploading the Claim Form prior to the October 12, 2018 Claims Deadline.   

 B. Fee Customarily Charged for Similar Legal Services  

 The contingent fee percentage customarily charged in personal injury and other tort cases 

ranges between 33⅓% and 40%. See, e.g., Trenti, Saxhaug, Berger, Roche, Stephenson, Richards 

& Aluni, Ltd. v. Nartnik, 439 N.W.2d 418, 419 (Minn. Ct. App. 1989) (acknowledging that a 

33⅓%  contingent fee is a “standard contingent fee contract in common use”); Continental Cas. 

27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
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Co. v. Knowlton, 232 N.W.2d 789, 797 (Minn. 1975) (finding that a 40% contingent fee was 

reasonable under the circumstances).   

The contingent attorneys fee Meshbesher charged its Syngenta Clients is only 30% (See 

Nemo Aff., Exhibits B-C).  Because this contingent fee is 3⅓%-10% less than what is 

customarily charged in this locality for similar cases, this factor weighs heavily in favor of the 

reasonableness of a 30% fee.    

 C. Amount Involved and the Results Obtained 

 Meshbesher did not apply for, and was not appointed to, any leadership position in the 

federal MDL or the Minnesota litigation.  Meshbesher was not a member of the Plaintiffs’ 

Settlement Negotiation Committee, and played no role in the negotiated Master Settlement 

Agreement. But what Meshbesher did do is commence lawsuits on behalf of its clients, comply 

with the Court’s discovery orders, and proceed with the full intention of litigating their clients’ 

cases to the bitter end.  The participation of Meshbesher Clients as plaintiffs, together with the 

participation of many other producer-plaintiffs represented by non-leadership law firms 

throughout the country, undoubtedly put increased pressure on Syngenta to ultimately resolve 

this litigation in a global class settlement for $1.51 billion.  Therefore, Meshbesher’s work on 

behalf of its 125 Clients, coupled with the work of other counsel representing plaintiffs in this 

litigation, contributed to the settlement result obtained on behalf of all Class Members.  

 D. Nature and Length of Professional Relationship with the Clients  

 Meshbesher did not market for or solicit farmers and grain elevator owners to become 

clients and eventual plaintiffs in the Syngenta case. Meshbesher’s clients were pre-existing 

agricultural/business clients of other law firms who were referred to Meshbesher because they 

27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
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wanted to pursue economic loss claims against Syngenta. (Nemo Aff. at ¶ 3-4)  In addition to 

having a long-term relationship with referring counsel, the Clients have now had a professional 

relationship with Meshbesher for the past 2-3 years.  These relationships have not been built on 

brief encounters for a quick settlement, but on frequent communications, personal visits, and 

cooperation over the course of years.     

  E. Whether the Fee is Fixed or Contingent 

It has been observed that “the ethical justification for contingency fee agreements is that 

“the lawyer’s risk of receiving no fee . . . merits compensation in and of itself; bearing the risk 

entitles the lawyer to a commensurate risk premium.” Brickman, Contingent Fees Without 

Contingencies: Hamlet Without the Prince of Denmark?, 37 U.C.L.A. L.Rev. 29, 70 (1989). See 

Restatement (Third) The Law Governing Lawyers § 35 cmt. c, at 258 (2000) (“[a] contingent fee 

lawyer bears the risk of receiving no pay if the client loses and is entitled to compensation for 

bearing that risk”).   

Meshbesher was not retained by its Clients on the brink of settlement, but agreed to 

represent these farmers and elevators at a time when the prospect of a successful outcome was 

uncertain and doubtful.  Entering into contingent fee and expense agreements with farmers and 

elevators in 2015 and 2016 was risky business.  Because of that risk, the 30% contingent 

attorneys fee set-forth in Meshbesher’s Retainer Agreements with its Clients is reasonable, and  

an amount equal to 30% of each Client’s recovery should be paid to Meshbesher from the 

Settlement Fund.  
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EXPENSES 

 A lawyer may advance court costs and expenses of litigation, the repayment of which 

may be contingent on the outcome of the matter, so long as the expense amounts are reasonable. 

See Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct (“MRPC”) 1.5 (a) and 1.8(e)(1).  Reasonable costs 

and expenses are those normally charged by attorneys to fee-paying clients. Pinkham v. Camex, 

Inc., 84 F.3d 292, 294-95 (8th Cir. 1996).  Each of the Retainer Agreements between Meshbesher 

and its Syngenta Clients provided that Meshbesher would “advance all costs as are reasonably 

necessary to prosecute [their] lawsuit” against the Syngenta defendants, and the Clients agreed 

that such “advanced expenses attributable to Client’s case shall be reimbursed to [Meshbesher]” 

from any recovery obtained in the case. (See Exhibit C)  In the event the Client obtained no 

recovery, Meshbesher agreed that the “Client shall owe no costs to [Meshbesher].” Id.    

 Although Meshbesher advanced a variety of expenses attributable to each Client’s case, 

the instant Fee and Expense Application only seeks reimbursement of two categories of 

expense4: 1) the eFile fee for filing Complaints in Hennepin County District Court; and 2) the 

cost of serving defendants Syngenta Biotechnology, Inc. and Syngenta Corporation in 

Wilmington, Delaware through a local process server. The expenses incurred on behalf of each 

Syngenta Client are summarized in Exhibit B, Column F of the Nemo Affidavit and total 

$36,578.52.  A copy of the itemized expense statement for each Client is provided at Exhibit D 

of the Nemo Affidavit.  These advanced expenses were necessary to prosecute each client’s 

lawsuit, and are of the type normally charged by attorneys to litigation clients. Accordingly, such 

                                                 
4 Meshbesher does not seek reimbursement of other advanced expenses, such as postage, FedEx charges, travel, 
meals, photocopies, and parking. 
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expenses are reasonable under the MRPC, and should be reimbursed to Meshbesher from the 

Settlement Fund.  

CONCLUSION 

 Long before there was a whisper of settlement, Meshbesher agreed to provide legal 

services and advance necessary litigation expenses to 125 Minnesota farmers and grain elevators 

in exchange for a promise of reasonable expense reimbursement and a 30% fee in the event their 

clients ultimately prevailed and recovered money from Syngenta.  Meshbesher’s expenses were 

reasonable, and its 30% contingent fee was reasonable.  Now that a Settlement Fund has been 

established, it is only fair that Meshbesher receive the benefit of its reasonable bargain. For all of 

the foregoing reasons, Meshbesher respectfully requests that its Fee and Expense Application be 

granted. 

 Dated: July 10, 2018     MESHBESHER & SPENCE, LTD. 

 
 
 
       By:  /s/ Anthony J. Nemo                              
       Anthony J. Nemo (#221351) 
       Andrew L. Davick (#332719) 
       Ashleigh E. Raso (#0393353) 
       1616 Park Avenue 
       Minneapolis, MN  55404 
       Telephone: (612) 339-9121 
       Facsimile: (612) 339-9188 
       tnemo@meshbesher.com 
       adavick@meshbesher.com  
       araso@meshbesher.com 
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A B

Plaintiffs
Hennepin	

County	Court	
File	No.

Aaron	Case	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16066
Addibeau	Farms	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14942
Allen	Nelson	and	Jane	Nelson	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-16033

B. and	A.	Farming,	Inc.,	Allen	Kahler,	Ryan	Kahler,
Kevin	Kahler,	Christopher	Kahler,	and	Carson
Kahler	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17177

Benjamin	Sieberg,	Jerome	Sieberg	and	Julie	Sieberg	
v. Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15407

Blackstad	Farm	Corporation	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-17-1106

Brian	Preston	and	Jennifer	Preston	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17734

Bruce	Lawrence	and	Kayla	Lawrence	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-14822

Brudelie	Farms	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16055
Bryce	DeCook	and	Brenda	DeCook	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-14199

Charles	Mans	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14941
County	Line	Grain	Co.	and	Mapleton	Elevator,	LLC	
v. Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17568

Craig	Beyer	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16062
Daniel	Adams	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-15-20155
Darrin	Birr	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-13909
David	Mensink	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.	 27-cv-16-17558
Dennis	Becker	and	Betty	Kay	Becker	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15000

Dennis	Dording	v.	Syngenta	Corporation 27-cv-16-17555
Donald	J.	Woods	Trust	v.	Syngenta	Corporation 27-cv-17-1103
Donald	Swenson,	Mitchel	Berry	and	Brayonna	
Berry	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-16107

Douglas	D.	Meixell	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16097
Douglas	D.	Wills	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-17559
Douglas	Sanders	and	Manuel	Sanders	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15790

Douglas	Schutt	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16848
Dustyn	Hartung	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-17502
Edward	Goebel	and	Randall	Goebel	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17551

Eric	C.	DeCook	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-17-1192
Fine	Swine,	Inc.	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-17-1105
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Glen	Emery	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14949
Guentzel	Family	Farms,	Inc.,	Terry	Guentzel,	and	
Mary	Guentzel	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15714

Hanson	Farms	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15393
Howard	A.	Schoenfeld	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	
al.

27-cv-17-7298

Jasper	Trust	No.	75;	Adaline	E.	Jasper	Revocable	
Trust;	Robert	S.	Jasper	Estate,	Susan	M.	Jasper,	and	
Jasper	Farms,	LLC	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-14819

Jay	Eisenmenger	and	Gary	Eisenmenger	v.	
Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15713

Jeff	Armbrust,	Clifford	Armbrust,	and	Armbrust	
Acres,	Inc.	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-17-13268

Joel	Eckhardt	and	Sheryl	Eckhardt	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-14824

Jordan	J.	Redalen,	Judd	G.	Redalen	and	Gary	R.	
Redalen	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15398

Joseph	W.	Adams	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14829
Keller	Farms	Inc.,	Sarah	Keller,	Lucas	Keller,	and	
David	Keller	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17556

Kinkler	Farms	Partnership	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17570

Krosch	Brothers	Partnership	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17730

Lake	Fremont	Feed	&	Storage,	Inc.	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17733

Lyle	Ness,	Karen	Ness,	James	Ness,	Randy	Ness,	and	
Tim	Ness	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17557

Mark	Reedstrom	and	Steve	Reedstrom	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-17-7311

Mary	DePuydt	v.	Syngenta	Corporation 27-cv-16-16050

Matthew	Purfeerst	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15394
Michael	P.	Obermeyer	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	
al.

27-cv-17-7297

Molitor	Farms,	Inc.	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-17-1104

Mosiman	Farms,	LLP	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	
al.

27-cv-16-16849

Nelson	Century	Farms,	Inc.	and	Jared	Nelson	v.	
Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17464

Norman	Nystrom	Family	Farm	Corporation,	and	
Nystrom	Bay	Farm	Partnership	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17741
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76

77

78

79
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Oahe	Grain	Corporation	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	
et	al.

27-cv-16-17731

Orvil	Klassen,	Andy	Klassen,	Jordan	Klassen,	and	
Karen	Klassen	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-16064

Paul	F.	Pommeranz	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-17-4321
Paul	Maas	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15413
Paul	Obermeyer	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14193
Purfeerst	Farms	LLP	and	Purfeerst	AG	LLC	v.	
Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15409

Randolph	S.	Johnson	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15024

Randy	Nelson	Farms,	Inc.	and	Roger	Nelson	v.	
Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17737

Richard	Miller	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15416
Richard	Schultz	and	Norbert	Schultz	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15408

Richland	Dairy	LLC	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15399
RJC	Farms,	LLC	and	Robert	Cole	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17560

Robert	F.	Sonnek	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-13908
Roberts	Farms,	Inc.	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-17467
Roe	Farms	Partnership	and	Roe	Farms,	Inc.	v.	
Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15395

Roger	Matzke	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16039
Ronald	Spaid	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-17739
Scott	Singlestad	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15792
Scott	Tauer	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16048
Sheryl	L.	Eckhardt,	as	personal	representative	for	
the	Estate	of	Carmen	L.	Klatt	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17573

SJS	Farms	General	Partnership	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.	

27-cv-16-14820

Stanley	Edwards	and	Jay	Edwards	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation

27-cv-16-17561

Steven	Shirk	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14764
TC	Farms,	LLC	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-14936
Theron	J.	Stephens	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15017
Tom	Huper	and	Steven	Huper	v.	Syngenta	
Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-17552

Troy	Phillips	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15414
Verlyn	Fast	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-16850
William	Daly;	Tim	Daly;	Daly	Enterprises	LLC;	and	
LOW	LLC	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al.

27-cv-16-15013

William	G.	Schaible	v.	Syngenta	Corporation,	et	al. 27-cv-16-15406
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Anthony J. Nemo

       1616 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 339‐9121

CURRICULUM VITAE  (612) 339‐9188
    tnemo@meshbesher.com 

Education  JURIS DOCTOR 
William Mitchell college of law—1991 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 
University of St. Thomas—1986 with honors 

Legal Practice Experience  MESHBESHER & SPENCE, LTD., Partner 
1991 to Present 

Admitted to Practice  State Courts 
Minnesota (1991) 
Wisconsin (2008) 

Federal Courts 
United States Supreme Court 
4th Circuit Court of Appeals 
5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals 
U.S. District Court –District of Colorado 
U.S. District Court –District of Minnesota 
U.S. District Court –Eastern District of Wisconsin 

Also admitted to practice on an annual basis before the tribal courts  
of the Prairie Island Indian Community and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. 

Law Review &  
Bar Journal Publications 

Fen‐Phen/Redux: The Death of Two Drugs, The Birth of a New Mass Tort, 
MTLA Magazine (Summer 1998) 
Closing Pandora’s Box: Environmental‐Quality  Insurance as an Alternative 
to Broadening CERLA Lability, 16 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1041 (1990) 
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27-CV-15-3785 Filed in Fourth Judicial District Court
7/10/2018 4:20 PM

Hennepin County, MN

000017

Case 2:14-md-02591-JWL-JPO   Document 3634-1   Filed 08/03/18   Page 18 of 488



Reported Cases  In re A.H. Robins Co., Inc., 197 B.R. 541 (E.D.Va. 1995)  
In re A.H. Robins Co., Inc., 197 B.R. 550 (E.D.Va. 1995)  
In re A.H. Robins Co., Inc., 109 F.3d. 965 (4th Cir. 1997)  
In re A.H. Robins Co., Inc., 112 F.3d 160 (4th Cir. 1997)  
Thomas v. Western Nat. Ins. Group, 562 N.W.2d 289 (Minn. 1997) 
In re A.H. Robins Co., Inc., 215 B.R. 112 (E.D.Va 1997) 
Brown v. State, 617 N.W.2d.421, (Minn. Ct. App. 2000) 
Thomas v. Hugart, 664 N.W.2d 372, (Minn. Ct. App. 2003) 
Lawrence v. Silver Lake Clinic, P.A., 2006 WL 2865502 (Minn. Ct. App. 2006) 
Progressive Northern Ins. Co. v. McDonough. 608 F.3d 388 (8th Cir. 2010) 
Ashanti v. City of Golden Valley, 666 F.3d 1148 (8th Cir. 2012) 
Baker v. Best Buy Stores, LP, 812 N.W.2d 177 (Minn. Ct. App. 2012) 
Grinnell Mut. Reinsurance Co. v. Moon, 845 F.Supp.2d 989 (D.Minn. 2012) 
Minnesota  Workers’  Compensation  Assigned  Rick  Plan  v.  Lance  Coppin 
Sewer and Water Service, Inc., 2012 WL 1069948 (Minn. Ct. App. 2012) 
Miller v. Redwood Toxicology Laboratory, Inc. 688 F.3d 928 (8th Cir. 2012) 
Lamere v. St. Jude Medical, Inc., 827 NW.2d 782, (Minn. Ct. App. 2013) 
Midwest Family Mut. Ins. Co. v. Wolters, 831 N.W.2d 628 (Minn. 2013) 
Powers v. Berg, 2017 WL 2623825 (Dist. of MN) 
Booker v. City of St. Paul, 762 F.3d 730 (8th Cir. 2014) 
Drake v. Depuy Orthopaedics, Inc., 2017 WL 6502489 (N.D. Ohio 2017) 
Mackey v. Johnson, 868 F.3d 726 (8th Cir. 2017) 

Representation of 
Clients in MDLs 

In  Re:  A.H.  Robins  Co.,  Inc.  (1991‐1996)  U.S.  District,  Eastern  District  of 
Virginia, Judge Robert R. Merhige, Jr. 

In Re: Diet Drugs Litigation,  (MDL 1203),  (1997‐2004) USDC for  the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, Judge Lewis C. Bechtle. 

In  Re:  Baycol  Products  Liability  Litigation,  (MDL  1431),  (2001‐2004)  USDC, 
District of Minnesota, Judge Michael Davis. 

In Re:  Zyprexa Marketing  and Sales Practices  Litigation  (MDL 1596),  (2004‐
2006)  USDC  for  the  Eastern  District  of  New  York,  Judge  Weinstein  and 
Magistrate Judge Chrein.  

In  Re:  Vioxx  Products  Liability  Litigation  (MDL  1657),  (2005‐2010)  USDC  of 
Louisiana, Judge Eldon Fallon, Magistrate Judge Knowles. 

In  Re:  Guidant  Corp.  Implantable  Defibrillators  Products  Liability  Litigation 
(MDL  1708),  (2006‐2009)  USDC  District  of  Minnesota,  Judge  Donovan  W. 
Frank. 

In  Re:  Kugel  Mesh  Hernia  Patch  Products  Liability  Litigation  (MDL  1842), 
(2007‐2010), USDC District of Rhode Island, Chief Judge Mary M. Lisi. 

In Re: Medtronic,  Inc., Sprint Fidelis Leads Products Liability Litigation (MDL 
1905), (2008‐2012) USDC District of Minnesota, Sr. Judge Richard H. Kyle. 
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In  Re:  Depuy  Orthopaedics,  Inc.,  Pinnacle  Hip  Implant  Products  Liability 
Litigation (MDL 2244), (2011‐present) USDC Northern District o Texas, Judge 
James E. Kinkeade. 

In Re: Simmer Nexgen Knee Implany Products Liability Litigation (MDL 2272), 
(2011‐present)  USDC  Northern  District  of  Illinois,  Judge  Rebecca  R. 
Pallmeyer. 

In Re: Mentor Corp. ObTape Transobturator Sling Products Liability Litigation 
(MDL  2004),  (2008‐2011)  USDC  Middle  District  of  Georgia,  Judge  Clay  D. 
Land. 

In  Re:  Zicam Cold Remedy Marketing,  Sales  Practices  and Products  Lability 
Litigation  (MDL  2096,  (2012)  USDC  District  of  Arizona,  Judge  Frederick  J. 
Martone. 

In  Re:  Biomet M2a Magnum Hip  Implant  Products  Liability  Litigation  (MDL 
2391),  (2012‐present)  USDC  Northern  District  of  Indiana,  Judge  Robert  L. 
Miller, Jr. 

In Re: Stryker Rejuvenate and ABG II Hip Implant Products Liability Litigation 
(MDL 2441), (2013‐present) USDC District of Minnesota, Judge Donovan W. 
Frank. 

In  Re:  Bair  Hugger  Forced  Air  Warming  Device  Product  Liability  Litigation 
(MDL  2666),  (2015‐present)  USDC  District  of  Minnesota,  Judge  Joan  N. 
Ericksen. 

In Re: Stryker LFIT V40 Femoral Head Products Liability Litigation (MDL 2768 
), (2017‐present) USDC District of Massachusetts, Judge Indire Talwani. 

Professional 
Associations 

Minnesota State Bar Association 
American Bar Association 
Hennepin County Bar Association 
Minnesota Association for Justice 
American Association for Justice 
Million Dollar Advocates Association 
John P. Sheehy Legal History Society 
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Client	Name	
Plaintiff	
Type

Hennepin	County	
Court	File	#

Retainer	
Date

Contingent	
Fee

Total	
Advanced	
Costs	

Adams, Daniel Producer 27-cv-15-20155 8/12/2015 30% $591.00

Adams, Joseph Producer 27-cv-16-14829 8/14/2015 30% $431.00

Adeline E. Jasper Revocable Trust Producer 27-cv-16-14819 5/20/2016 30% $86.20

Armbrust, Clifford (Armbrust Acres, Inc.) Producer 27-cv-17-13268 7/12/2017 30% $311.00

Armbrust, Jeff Producer 27-cv-17-13268 7/12/2017 30% $311.00

B. and A. Farming, Inc. Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/10/2015 30% $71.83

Becker, Dennis & Betty Kay Producer 27-cv-16-15000 8/30/2015 30% $431.00

Berry, Brayonna Producer 27-cv-16-16107 8/17/2015 30% $143.67

Berry, Mitchel Producer 27-cv-16-16107 8/17/2015 30% $143.67

Beyer, Craig Producer 27-cv-16-16062 9/8/2015 30% $431.00

Birr, Darrin Producer 27-cv-16-13909 5/4/2016 30% $431.00

Blackstad, Tom (Blackstad Farm Corporation) Producer 27-cv-17-1106 9/3/2015 30% $519.00

Brudelie, Jonathan (Brudelie Farms) Producer 27-cv-16-16055 9/1/2015 30% $539.00

Case, Aaron Producer 27-cv-16-16066 9/10/2015 30% $431.00

Cole, Robert (RJC Farms, LLC) Producer 27-cv-16-17560 1/28/2016 30% $509.00

County Line Grain Co. Grain Handler 27-cv-16-17568 2/10/2016 30% $259.50

Daly Enterprises, LLC Producer 27-cv-16-15013 2/10/2016 30% $107.75

Daly, Tim Producer 27-cv-16-15013 2/10/2016 30% $107.75

Daly, William Producer 27-cv-16-l50l3 2/10/2016 30% $107.75

DeCook, Bryce and Brenda Producer 27-cv-16-14199 8/17/2015 30% $539.00

DeCook, Eric C. Producer 27-cv-17-1192 1/27/2017 30% $519.00

DePuydt, Mary Producer 27-cv-16-16050 9/30/2015 30% $431.00

Donald J. Woods Trust Producer 27-cv-17-1103 12/14/2016 30% $489.00

Dording, Dennis Producer 27-cv-16-17555 2/16/2016 30% $431.00

Eckhardt, Joel Producer 27-cv-16-14824 2/8/2016 30% $431.00

Edwards, Jay Producer 27-cv-16-17561 9/20/2015 30% $215.50

Edwards, Stan Producer 27-cv-16-17561 1/11/2016 30% $215.50

Eisenmenger, Gary Producer 27-cv-16-15713 8/31/2015 30% $215.50

Eisenmenger, Jay Producer 27-cv-16-15713 8/31/2015 30% $215.50

Emery, Glen Producer 27-cv-16-14949 8/18/2015 30% $431.00

Fast, Verlyn Producer 27-cv-16-16850 12/16/2015 30% $431.00

Fine Swine, Inc. Producer 27-cv-17-1105 9/3/2015 30% $489.00

Goebel, Edward Producer 27-cv-16-17551 10/28/2015 30% $215.50

Goebel, Randall Producer 27-cv-16-17551 11/6/2015 30% $215.50

Guentzel Family Farms, LLC Producer 27-cv-16-15714 8/24/2015 30% $169.67

Guentzel, Mary Producer 27-cv-16-15714 8/24/2015 30% $169.67

Guentzel, Terry Producer 27-cv-16-15714 8/24/2015 30% $169.67

Hanson Farms Producer 27-cv-16-15393 8/20/2015 30% $431.00

Hartung, Dustyn Producer 27-cv-16-17502 11/5/2015 30% $431.00

Hewitt, Troy (TC Farms) Producer 27-cv-16-14936 8/12/2015 30% $431.00

Huper, Steven Producer 27-cv-16-17552 7/12/2016 30% $215.50

Huper, Tom Producer 27-cv-16-17552 7/13/2016 30% $215.50

Jasper Farms, LLC Producer 27-cv-16-14819 5/20/2016 30% $86.20

Jasper Trust No. 75 Producer 27-cv-16-14819 5/20/2016 30% $86.20

Jasper, Susan M. Producer 27-cv-16-14819 5/20/2016 30% $86.20

Johnson, Randolph S. Producer 27-cv-16-15024 5/9/2016 30% $431.00

Kahler, Allen Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/10/2015 30% $71.83

Kahler, Carson Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/14/2015 30% $71.83

Kahler, Christopher Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/14/2015 30% $71.83

Kahler, Kevin Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/14/2015 30% $71.83

Kahler, Ryan Producer 27-cv-16-17177 11/14/2015 30% $71.83

Keller Farms, Inc. Producer 27-cv-16-17556 12/4/2015 30% $107.75

Keller, David Producer 27-cv-16-17556 12/4/2015 30% $107.75

Keller, Lucas Producer 27-cv-16-17556 12/4/2015 30% $107.75

Keller, Sarah Producer 27-cv-16-17556 12/4/2015 30% $107.75
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Kinkler Farms Partnership Producer 27-cv-16-17570 9/16/2016 30% $431.00

Klassen, Andrew Producer 27-cv-16-16064 5/18/2017 30% $134.75

Klassen, Jordan Producer 27-cv-16-16064 5/18/2017 30% $134.75

Klassen, Karen Producer 27-cv-16-16064 5/18/2017 30% $134.75

Klassen, Orvil Producer 27-cv-16-16064 9/17/2015 30% $134.75

Klatt, Carmen Producer 27-cv-16-17573 2/2/2016 30% $431.00

Krosch Brothers Partnership Producer 27-cv-16-17730 12/7/2015 30% $431.00

Lake Fremont Feed & Storage, Inc. Grain Handler 27-cv-16-17733 11/10/2015 30% $431.00

Lawrence, Bruce & Kayla Producer 27-cv-16-14822 8/15/2015 30% $431.00

LOW LLC Producer 27-cv-16-15013 2/10/2016 30% $107.75

Maas, Paul Producer 27-cv-16-15413 8/19/2015 30% $431.00

Mans, Charles Producer 27-cv-16-14941 4/29/2016 30% $431.00

Mapleton Elevator LLC Grain Handler 27-cv-16-17568 12/21/2015 30% $259.50

Matzke, Roger Producer 27-cv-16-16039 10/31/2015 30% $431.00

Meixell, Douglas Producer 27-cv-16-16097 8/24/2015 30% $431.00

Mensink, David Producer 27-cv-16-17558 8/5/2015 30% $431.00

Mensink, Tracie Producer 8/5/2015 30% $0.00

Miller, Richard Producer 27-cv-16-15416 8/24/2015 30% $431.00

Molitor Farms, Inc. Producer 27-cv-17-1104 1/3/2016 30% $577.00

Mosiman Farms, LLP Producer 27-cv-16-16849 5/24/2016 30% $431.00

Nelson Century Farms, Inc. Producer 27-cv-16-17464 1/20/2016 30% $431.00

Nelson, Allen and Jane Producer 27-cv-16-16033 10/5/2015 30% $431.00

Nelson, Randall (Randy Nelson Farms, Inc.) Producer 27-cv-16-17737 12/22/2015 30% $215.50

Nelson, Roger Producer 27-cv-16-17737 1/12/2016 30% $215.50

Ness, James Producer 27-cv-16-17557 2/8/2016 30% $86.20

Ness, Karen Producer 27-cv-16-17557 1/30/2016 30% $86.20

Ness, Lyle Producer 27-cv-16-17557 1/30/2016 30% $86.20

Ness, Randy Producer 27-cv-16-17557 2/8/2016 30% $86.20

Ness, Tim Producer 27-cv-16-17557 3/2/2016 30% $86.20

Norman Nystrom Family Farm Corporation Producer 27-cv-16-17741 8/30/2016 30% $215.50

Nystrom Bay Farm Partnership Producer 27-cv-16-17741 8/30/2016 30% $215.50

Oahe Grain Corporation Grain Handler 27-cv-16-17731 4/27/2016 30% $431.00

Obermeyer, Michael Producer 27-cv-17-7297 3/17/2017 30% $509.00

Obermeyer, Paul Producer 27-cv-16-14193 8/19/2015 30% $431.00

Phillips, Troy Producer 27-cv-16-15414 8/23/2015 30% $431.00

Pommeranz, Paul F. Producer 27-cv-17-4321 3/15/2017 30% $509.00

Preston, Brian & Jennifer Preston Producer 27-cv-16-17734 1/3/2016 30% $431.00

Purfeerst Ag, LLC Producer 27-cv-16-15409 8/15/2015 30% $215.50

Purfeerst Farms, LLP Producer 27-cv-16-15409 8/15/2015 30% $215.50

Purfeerst, Matthew Producer 27-cv-16-15394 8/17/2015 30% $431.00

Redalen, Gary Producer 27-cv-16-15398 5/16/2017 30% $169.67

Redalen, Jordan Producer 27-cv-16-15398 8/14/2015 30% $169.67

Redalen, Judd Producer 27-cv-16-15398 5/23/2017 30% $169.67

Reedstrom, Mark Producer 27-cv-17-7311 5/1/2017 30% $254.50

Reedstrom, Steve Producer 27-cv-17-7311 5/1/2017 30% $254.50

Richland Dairy, LLC Producer 27-cv-16-15399 11/30/2015 30% $431.00

Robert S. Jasper Estate Producer 27-cv-16-14819 5/20/2016 30% $86.20

Roberts, Steve (Roberts Farms, Inc.) Producer 27-cv-16-17467 12/21/2015 30% $431.00

Roe Farms, Inc. Producer 27-cv-16-15395 8/5/2015 30% $215.50

Roe Farms Partnership Producer 27-cv-16-15395 8/5/2015 30% $215.50

Sanders, Douglas Producer 27-cv-16-15790 8/18/2015 30% $431.00

Sathre, Kevin and Jill (Addibeau Farms) Producer 27-cv-16-14942 8/25/2015 30% $431.00

Schaible, William Producer 27-cv-16-15406 8/17/2015 30% $431.00

Schoenfeld, Howard Producer 27-cv-17-7298 3/13/2017 30% $509.00

Schultz, Jacqueline Producer 9/2/2015 30% $0.00

Schultz, Norbert Producer 27-cv-16-15408 9/2/2015 30% $244.50

Schultz, Richard Producer 27-cv-16-15408 9/2/2015 30% $244.50

Schutt, Douglas Producer 27-cv-16-16848 9/15/2015 30% $431.00

Shirk, Steven Producer 27-cv-16-14764 8/28/2015 30% $431.00
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Sieberg, Benjamin Producer 27-cv-16-15407 9/10/2015 30% $169.67

Sieberg, Jerome Producer 27-cv-16-15407 9/10/2015 30% $169.67

Sieberg, Julie Producer 27-cv-16-15407 9/10/2015 30% $169.67

Singlestad, Scott Producer 27-cv-16-15792 9/5/2015 30% $431.00

SJS Farms - General Partnership Producer 27-cv-16-14820 8/15/2015 30% $431.00

Sonnek, Robert Producer 27-cv-16-13908 4/6/2016 30% $431.00

Spaid, Ronald Dean Producer 27-cv-16-17739 10/16/2016 30% $431.00

Stephens, Theron Producer 27-cv-16-15017 5/15/2016 30% $431.00

Swenson, Donald Producer 27-cv-16-16107 8/6/2015 30% $143.67

Tauer, Scott Producer 27-cv-16-16048 10/26/2015 30% $431.00

Wills, Douglas D. Producer 27-cv-16-17559 5/22/2016 30% $431.00
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22
23
24
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26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

A B C D E F G
LEGAL FEES Notes

TASK PERFORMED TIMEKEEPER Hours Fees Hours Fees
Attorneys (@ $500/hr) 25.75 $12,875.00 85 complaints, summons, notices to conform; 11 amended pleadings
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys (@ $100/hr) 24.00 $2,400.00 Filing complaints & notices to conform; serving or arranging for service on defendants
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

DISCOVERY, DEPOSITIONS, DOC REVIEW
Attorneys 792.50 $396,250.00 See ¶ 4 of Nemo Declaration and Ex. 14 to Declaration of Daniel E. Gustafson
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

EXPERT WORK, DAUBERT MOTIONS
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

PRETRIAL PREP, TRIAL, AND POST TRIAL
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

Trial (presenting witnesses and argument)

Plaintiffs' expert witness work (including
development of report, defense of
depositions)

Defendant expert witness work (depositions)

Daubert motion practice (plaintiff experts)

Daubert motion practice (defense experts)

Motions in limine

Discovery file management

Approved Common Benefit Work Other Work

Complaint drafting/filing

Dipositive motion briefing/argument

Class certification motion briefing and argument

Plaintiff fact sheet preparation/review

Paper discovery (Syngenta and third parties)

Paper discovery against plaintiffs

Discovery motion practice and
communications with adverse parties

Fact depositions (Syngenta and third parties)

Defend fact depositions (of plaintiffs)
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54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

A B C D E F G
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

SETTLEMENT AND SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION
Attorneys (@ $500/hr) 217.50 $108,750.00 meetings, travel, phone calls, correspondence with clients from 2015‐2017
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys (@ $100/hr) 168.00 $16,800.00 meetings, travel, phone calls, correspondence with clients from 2015‐2017
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys
Attorneys (@ $500/hr) 32.50 $16,250.00 phone calls and written communications with clients
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys (@ $100/hr) 196.00 $19,600.00 preparation of CFs / phone calls and travel/personal meetings with each client to review/sign CF
Attorneys (@ $500/hr) 13.25 $6,625.00
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys (@ $100/hr) 10.00 $1,000.00

ADMINISTRATIVE
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

OTHER (describe in Notes)
Attorneys
Contract Attorneys
Non‐attorneys

TOTALS: 792.50 $396,250.00 687.00 $184,300.00

Assisting clients in perfecting claims in
settlement

Preparation of fee petition

Administrative work as court‐appointed
leadership

Trial briefing and jury intructions

Other pretrial motion practice

Post‐trial briefing

Pre‐settlement communication with clients

Settlement negotiations
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3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

A B C
EXPENSES PAID Amount Notes

Common Benefit Assessment Fees
Postage
Photocopying
Hotels
Meals
Mileage
Air Travel
Court Fees
Transcript Fees
Groud Transportation
Expert/Consulting Fees Not Included in Common Benefit
Special Master Fees
Miscellaneous (Non‐common benefit expenses incurred on behalf of individual clients) $36,578.52 Court‐filing fees and service of process costs

TOTAL $36,578.52
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